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to many attacks from high places, and having
continually to frustrate the tricks of those who
wanted her downfall, she exerted a power that she
retained till the approach of death.

Wealth and favour in her eyes were a means of
protecting art and literature, of adding to the
brilliance and prestige of the French genius, of
stimulating the creation of works of art worthy of
the highest admiration; her influence upheld
Bernis* and ChoiseuFs wise policy and precipitated
the Subversion of Alliances.

Jeanne-Antoinette Poisson came from a modest
family and never ceased to try to -widen her know-
ledge and experience; adopting the court's elegant
manners and customs and avoiding stumbling-
blocks and mistakes, she was an adept in the
observance of a strict etiquette. Her father was
a ship's steward named Frangois Poisson, intelligent
but unscrupulous and eager to enrich himself. He
was a 'weaver's son from Provencheres who had
come to Paris in hob-nailed shoes and looked after
the horses in the Due de Villars* retinue; then, his
merits being discerned by the Paris brothers, he
was entrusted with important duties. In charge of
the commissariat he grew rich beyond his 'wildest
hopes; in i 72. 5 with the task of supplying food to
Paris he reached the summit of a brilliant career*
Intoxicated by success he was unable to restrain
dangerous desires, and, neglecting the laws of
honesty and honour, he embezzled a considerable
sum. He fled to Germany to avoid imprisonment
and stayed there eight years; thanks to his wife's